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Project Background:

Corridor 18 Feasibility Study

 Produced information 

regarding cost, economic 

efficiency, impacts on 

economic development, 

financial viability and other 

relevant features of this large 

scale highway project.

 Completed November 1995



Project Background: 

Corridor 18 Special Issues Study

 Redefined the corridor from 

Indianapolis, IN to the Lower 

Rio Grande Valley

 Completed July 1997



Project Background: 

Strategic Corridor Planning Study for I-69: Eddyville to Henderson, KY

 Segment of Independent 

Utility (SIU) 5 

 Overview of Existing 

Conditions

 Wendell H. Ford and Edward 

T. Breathitt Parkways

 Completed March 2005



This Project: Strategic Planning Study 
Purchase Parkway / I-24 

Fulton, Hickman, Graves, Marshall, Livingston, and Lyon Counties

 SIU 6

 Beginning – Tennessee State 

Line in Fulton County

 Ending – West of I-24 and 

Western Kentucky Parkway 

Interchange in Lyon County



Strategic Planning Study:  I-69 Corridor

Purchase Parkway / I-24
Fulton, Hickman, Graves, Marshall, Livingston, and Lyon Counties

 Study Beginning  - April 2010

 Anticipated Completion - February 2011 



 Scope of Work

 Inventory existing conditions

 Define Interstate criteria

 Determine and evaluate deficiencies

 Identify options and strategies for needed 
improvements

 Develop recommendations and potential cost

 Document findings
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Strategic Planning Study:  I-69 Corridor

Interstate Design Standards

 Fully Controlled Access

 At Ramp Terminals

 Minimum 100 foot urban

 Minimum 300 foot rural

 Design Speed

 70 MPH – Rural

 50 MPH – Urban

 Four Lanes

 12 feet wide
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Interstate Design Standards

 Shoulder Widths (paved)

 Inside – 4 foot min

 Outside – 10 foot min

 Median

 Rural – 36 foot min

 Urban – 10 foot min



 Minimum Horizontal 
Curvature

 Rural - 1810 foot radius 

 Urban - 758 foot radius

 Minimum Stopping 
Sight Distance

 Rural - 730 feet

 Urban - 425 feet
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Interstate Design Standards

 Bridges 

 All lanes and 
shoulders at least 16 
foot vertical 
clearance 

 Full paved shoulder 
width

 Crashworthy barrier 
railing

 Structurally adequate

 Sign Trusses – 17 foot 
vertical clearance



Strategic Planning Study:  I-69 Corridor

Interstate Design Standards

 Interchange

 Provide all traffic 
movements

 Spacing between 
interchanges

 Minimum 1 mile Urban

 Minimum 3 mile Rural

 Adequate Acceleration/     
Deceleration Tapers
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Overview of Existing Conditions

 Traffic – 2010 Vehicles 

per day (vpd)

 Purchase Parkway

 Ranges from 7,060 vpd 

to 19,200 vpd

 I-24

 Ranges from 21,900 vpd 

to 28,200 vpd
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Traffic Forecasts

 Traffic – 2040 Vehicles 

per day (vpd)

 Purchase Parkway

 Ranges from 14,800 vpd 

to 40,300 vpd

 I-24

 Ranges from 45,900 vpd 

to 59,200 vpd



Strategic Planning Study:  I-69 Corridor

Overview of Existing Conditions

 Crash History (2005-2009)

 Purchase Parkway

 7 Fatalities

 136 Injuries

 449 Property Damage Only

 I-24

 6 Fatalities

 68 Injuries

 255 Property Damage Only
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Overview of Existing Conditions

 Roadway Geometry

 Lane Widths 

 12 feet wide

 Shoulder Widths

 Inside  0 – 6 feet

 Outside  10-12 feet

 Median Widths

 Urban   16 feet

 Rural   36 feet
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Overview of Existing Conditions

 Bridges

 Width

 30 – 38 feet

 Vertical Clearance

 15.12 – 19.48 feet

 Bridge Railing

 Upgrade to 
current standards
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Environmental Overview

 Overview of critical environmental 

(NEPA) considerations

 Environmental Justice 

 Review of the Socioeconomic  

characteristics along the project 

area

 2000 U.S. Census Bureau

 Findings of no impact to the studied 

area populations since corridor is 

with-in existing Right of Way 
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Geotechnical Overview

 Overview of 

anticipated 

improvements and 

geotechnical 

considerations

 To be completed 

in conjunction with 

final report
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Public Meeting Handout 
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Public Meeting Handout
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Strategic Planning Study:  I-69 Corridor 

Questionnaire / Comment Sheet

 Public Awareness

 Obtain Public Input

 Constraints

 Site Specific 
Issues/Concerns

 Determine Expectations
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Questions and Comments


